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Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT/JP99/03802 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 



Date of mailing {day/month/year) 
08 March 2000 (08.03.00) 



Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
MT-9839/9869 



To: 



MIYOSHI, Hidekazu 

3rd floor, Toranomon Daiichi 

Building 

2-3, Toranomon 1-chome 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 
JAPON 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03802 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999 (14.07.99) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
[X] the applicant Q the inventor 

I 



| | the common representative 



State of Nationality 




JP 




Telephone No. 




0463-91-8016 




Facsimile No. 




0463-91-8069 




Teleprinter No. 



Name and Address 

AMADA METRECS COMPANY, LIMITED 
806, Takamori, 

Isehara-shi, Kanagawa 259-1114 
Japan 



2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

p| the nationality | | ,-the residence 



□ 



the person 



□ 



the name 



the address 



State of Nationality 




JP 


JP 


Telephone No. 




0463-91-8016 




Facsimile No. 




0463-91-8069 




Teleprinter No. 



Name and Address 

AMADA METRECS COMPANY, LIMITED 

806, Takamori 

Isehara-shi 

Kanagawa 259-1196 

Japan 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 

| X| the receiving Office 

| | the International Searching Authority 

[ | the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



| | the designated Offices concerned 
|~X| the elected Offices concerned 

□ 



other: 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Sean Taylor 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



003149311 



Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT/JP99/03802 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: 

MIYOSHI, Hidekazu 

3rd floor, Toranomon Daiichi 

Building 

2-3, Toranomon 1-chome 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 
JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
08 March 2000 (08.03.00) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

MT-9839/9869 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 

PCT/JP99/03802 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999(14.07.99) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 



|~X] the applicant X the inventor Q the agent Q the common representative 


Name and Address 
IWAMOTO, Kohji 


State of Nationality 
JP 


State of Residence 
JP 


Amada Metrecs Company, Limited 
806, Takamori, 

Isehara-shi, Kanagawa 259-1196 
Japan 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following 
| | the person | | the name X the address [ 


change has been recorded concerning: 

| the nationality | | the residence 


Name and Address 

IWAMOTO, Kohji 

Amada Metrecs Company, Ltd. 

806, Takamori 

Isehara-shi 

Kanagawa 259-1114 

Japan 


State of Nationality 
JP 


State of Residence 
JP 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
| X| the receiving Office 
| | the International Searching Authority 
| | the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



| | the designated Offices concerned 
| X| the elected Offices concerned 

□ 



other: 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 




34, chemin des Colombettes 


Sean Taylor 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



003149359 



PCT/JP99/03802 

i-mTENT COOPERATION TREA i y 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61 .2) 


To: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C.20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
22 February 2000 (22.02.00) 


International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03802 


Applicant's or agents file reference 
MT-9839/9869 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999(14.07.99) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
15 July 1998(15.07.98) 


Applicant 

NANBU, Masanori et al , . 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

|~X] in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

29 July 1999 (29.07.99) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election 



□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



Ihe International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Y. KUWAHARA 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



3123727 



Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 

PATENT COOPERATION TRc aTY 



PCT/JP99/03802 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 



Date of mailing (day/mo nth/year) 
08 February 2001 (08.02.01) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MT-9839/9869 

International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03802 



To: 



MIYOSHI, Hidekazu 

3rd floor, Toranomon Daiichi 

Building 

2-3, Toranomon 1-chome 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 
JAPON 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999(14.07.99) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 



X the applicant 



X the inventor 



□ 



the agent 



□ 



the common representative 



Name and Address 

IWAMOTO, Kohji 
Amada Metrecs Company, Ltd. 
806, Takamori 
Isehara-shi 
Kanagawa 259-1114 
Japan 



State of Nationality 
JP 



State of Residence 
JP 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



2 The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

the name Q<] the address \J the nationality [_ |theresidence 



e person 



□ 



Name and Address 

IWAMOTO, Kohji 
Amada Company, Ltd. 
200, Ishida 
Isehara-shi 
Kanagawa 259-1196 
Japan 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



State of Nationality 
JP 



State of Residence 
JP 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 

[~X] the receiving Office 

| [ the International Searching Authority 

| [ the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



| [ the designated Offices concerned 
pXj the elected Offices concerned 
| [ other: 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Y. KUWAHARA 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 
J ATE NT COOPERATION TRL .TY 



PCT/JP99/03802 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


RECEIVED 

MIYOSHI, Hidekazu APR 1 3 ?flW 
3rd floor, Toranomon Daiichi 

Building GTOUD2100 
2-3, Toranomon 1-chome r 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 
JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
08 February 2001 (08.02.01) 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
MT-9839/9869 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03802 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999(14.07.99) 


1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

X the applicant Q the inventor Q the agent Q the common representative 


Name and Address 

AMADA METRECS COMPANY, LIMITED 

806, Takamori 

Isehara-shi 

Kanagawa 259-1196 

Japan 


State of Nationality State of Residence 
JP JP 


Telephone No. 
0463-91-8016 


Facsimile No. 
0463-91-8069 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

X the person Q the name Q the address Q the nationality Q the residence 


Name and Address 

AMADA COMPANY, LIMITED 

200, Ishida 

Isehara-shi 

Kanagawa 259-1196 

Japan 


State of Nationality I State of Residence 
JP I JP 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
|~X| the receiving Office Q the designated Offices concerned 
| | the International Searching Authority [x] the elected Offices concerned 
| | the International Preliminary Examining Authority other: 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Y. KUWAHARA 
Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03802 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MA'L IbK 
Int. CI 6 G06F17/60 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 


B. FIELDS SEARCHED „ — 

Minimum documentation searched (classification sys tern followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 6 G06F17/60 


"Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such doc»n^« mduded 

Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1922-1996 Jitsuyo Shman Torata Koho WJ4 »99 
Kokai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-1999 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1996-1999 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where | Preble search terms «d> 

JICST File on Science and Technology (Kanagata, Kakou, Hambai, Mitsumori, 
Sekisan f Kingaku, Nedan, Seerusu, Tou) 


r nnriJMFNTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 




Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 1 


Y 
Y 

Y 
Y 


JP, 05-334316, A (Sumitomo Kinzoku System Kaxhatsu 
K . K . ) , 

17 December, 1993 (17. 12. 93), 

Full text ; Figs. 1 to 3 (Family: none) 

Kazuo Mutou, et al., "Rensai/shoshinsha no tame no 
kanagata sekkei*kakou gijutsu Kanagata no seisaku 
koutei no point o osaeyou", Kata Gijutsu, Vol. 5, 
No. 13, Industrial Daily News Co., Ltd., 1 December, 
1990 (01. 12. 90), p. 93-100 

JP, 05-165853, A ( Hitachi , Ltd .) , 

2 July, 1993 (02. 07. 93) , 

Full text ; Figs. 1 to 4 8 (Family: none) 

JP, 09-192755, A (K.K. Amada Engineering Center), 

29'july, 1997 (29. 07. 97), 

Full text ; Figs. 1 to 3 (Family: none) 


1-4, 42 
1-4, 42 

5-19, 42 
5-19, 42 


fx] Furtl 


ier documents are listed in the continuation of Box C Q See patent family annex. 


: r — t . ,: : — " "T" later document published after the international filing dale or pnoruy 

Special categories of cited documents: ^ application but cited to understand 
"A" document defining the general state of the art which , not 

considered to be of particular relevance j„~. m .„, ,.f nnrticubr relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 1 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 001 ~^« n "™ ° " 

citedtoe.ab.ishthepub.^tiondateofanoU.ercih.ttonorothe, ^ ^^^^^ 0» «W«- «««« <- 

■or e2tsk^--« — r ^rr^rr--™ 

^ntpuhUshe.priorto.heint.rnationa.r^datebutlaterthan J^^-iw, 

the prionty date claimed | 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
30 August, 1999 (30. 08. 99) 


Date of mai 1 ing of the international search report 

14 September, 1999 (14. 09. 99) 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 1 
Telephone No. | 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03802 



C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



Y 
X 



Y 
X 



JP, 06-044280, A ( Hitachi , Ltd- ) , 
18 February, 1994 (18. 02. 94), 
Full text ; Figs. 1 to 30 
Full text ; Figs. 1 to 30 (Family: 



none) 



JP, 09-136324, A 
Co., Ltd.), 
27 May, 1997 (27. 
Full text ; Figs. 
Full text ; Figs. 



(Matsushita Electric Industrial 
97), 

(Family: none) 



05 
1 to 3 
1 to 3 



JP, 01-216746, A ( Hitachi, Ltd. ) , 
30 August, 1989 (30. 08. 89), 
Full text ; Figs. 1 to 7 
& US, A, 4954820 

JP , 08-155560, A (Nisshinbo Industries , Inc .) , 

18 June, 1996 (18. 06. 96), 

Full text ; Fig. 1 (Family: none) 



20-22, 42 
37-41 



20-22, 42 
23-30 

31-36, 42 



31-36, 42 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuatiou of second sheet) (July 1992) 



A 



'PATENT COOPERATION TREAi 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MT-9839/9869 


SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 1 6) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP99/03802 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999(14.07.99) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

15 July 1998(15.07.98) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G06F 17/60 


ApphCant AMADA METRECS COMPANY, LIMITED 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


11 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

29 July 1999 (29.07.99) 


Date of completion of this report 

05 January 2000 (05.01.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/03802 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[ | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language _ which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



• 

International application No. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



PCT/JP99/03802 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-4,10-14,16,18,1 9,20-22,3 1 -3 6 YES 

Claims 5,6,8,9,15,17,23-30,37-42 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1_42 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims \ .42 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 05-334316, A (Sumitomo Kinzoku System Kaihatsu K.K.), 17 December 1993 
(17.12.93), fxxll text, Figs. 1 to 3 (cited in the ISR) 

Document 2: Kazuo Mutou, et al. 5 "Rensai/shoshinsha no tame no kanagata sekkei kakou gijutsu 
kanagata no seisaku koutei no point o osaeyou, " Kata Gijutsu, Vol. 5, No. 13, industrial Daily 
News Co., Ltd., 1 December 1990 (01.12.90), pp. 93 to 100 (cited in the ISR) 

Document 3: JP, 05-165853, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 2 July 1993 (02.07.93), full text, Figs. 1 to 48 
(cited in the ISR) 

Document 4: JP, 09-192755, A (K.K. Amada Engineering Center), 29 July 1997 (29.07.97), full 
text, Figs. 1 to 3 (cited in the ISR) 

Document 5: JP, 06-044280, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 18 February 1994 (18.02.94), full text, Figs. 1 to 
30 (cited in the ISR) 

Document 6: JP, 09-136324, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 27 May 1997 
(27.05.97), full text, Figs. 1 to 3 (cited in the ISR) 

Document 7: JP, 01-216746, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 30 August 1989 (30.08.89), full text, Figs. 1 to 7 
& US, A, 4954820 (cited in the ISR) 

Document 8: JP, 08-155560, A (Nisshinbo Industries, Inc.), 18 June 1996 (18.06.96), full text, 
Fig. 1 (cited in the ISR) 

The subject matter of claims 1 to 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 1 and 2. 



Document 1 describes an estimate-amount comparison-sheet making apparatus. The apparatus 
compares an estimate amount before and after a design change and is provided with a means for 
reading the pre-change estimate data, a means for inputting the changes to the estimate data, and 
a means for calculating the post-change estimate amount associated with the data changes 
inputted via the aforementioned means and also calculating the amount by which the post-change 
estimate amount exceeds or is less than the pre-change estimate amount. 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
Supplemental sheet of Box V. 2 
Continuation of Box V. 2 

Regarding making an estimate for the cost of a mold, document 2 describes the idea of 
calculating the general management expense associated with the mold and the idea of estimating 
the total service life of the mold and calculating the depreciation of the mold expense. 

Since document 2 describes the object of calculating the general management expense and 
depreciation cost of a mold, one skilled in the art could have easily conceived the idea of using 
the general management expense and depreciation cost of a mold described in document 2 as the 
target of the estimate amount calculation conducted by the estimate-amount comparison-sheet 
making apparatus described in document 1 . 

Claims 5, 6, 8, 9, 15, 17, and 19 appear to lack novelty in view of document 3. 

Document 3 describes a quality information diagnostic analysis system provided with (1) a 
means for determining the cause of a trouble in a device based on the structure and 
characteristics and indicating such adjustments and repairs as replacing a part and (2) a means 
for converting information related to the occurrence of a problem, such as the date, symptoms, 
and cause of a problem and the corrective action. 

Claims 7, 10 to 14, 16, and 18 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 3 
and 4. 

Regarding a punching press that conducts punching work, document 4 describes the idea of 
adjusting the clearance based on such factors as the thickness and material of the sheet being 
worked. 

Since document 4 describes the object of improving the quality of a punching press, one skilled 
in the art could have easily conceived using the punching press described in document 4 as the 
target of the diagnosis of quality information conducted by the quality information diagnosis 
analysis system described in document 3 . 

Claims 20 to 22 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 5 and 6. 

Document 5 describes a dialog type model selection apparatus that selects the model matching a 
customer's requirements from among a variety of products, wherein the dialog type model 
selection apparatus is provided with a means for searching model data based on set requirement 
specification items and model specification items and displaying the selected model and a means 
for having the host computer at the factory make an estimate of the delivery date and price of the 
selected model. 

Document 6 describes a mold cost evaluation apparatus that creates a mold structure based on 
raw material data and design data related to the three-dimensional shape of a molded part and 
calculates the cost of making the mold. 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/03802 



Form PCT7IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 




INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



nternational application No. 

PCT/JP99/03802 



Supplemental sheet of Box V. 2 



I Continuation of Box V. 2 



Since document 6 describes the object of calculating the cost of making a mold, one skilled in 
the art could have easily conceived the idea of using the mold described in document 6 as the 
targeted product of the estimate described in document 5. 

Claims 23 to 30 appear to lack novelty in view of document 6. 

Claims 3 1 to 36 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 7 and 8. 

Document 7 describes a processing simulation apparatus that takes data regarding the workpiece 
to be processed and tools for processing as input and outputs processing results data. 

Regarding a punch press, document 8 describes a punch press pressure control method that 
computes the appropriate pressure for the process based on such die data as the shape and 
dimension of the die and such work data as the thickness and material of the work. 

Since document 8 describes the object of conducting a simulation of punch press processing, one 
skilled in the art could have easily conceived the idea of using the punch pressing processing 
described in document 8 as the processing targeted by the simulation described in document 7. 

Claims 37 to 41 appear to lack novelty in view of document 5. 

Claim 42 describes an invention for making the invention of claims 1 to 41 function in an 
alternative manner. 

Therefore claim 42 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2. 
Claim 42 also does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 3 and 4. 
Claim 42 also does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 5 and 6. 
Claim 42 also does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 7 and 8. 
Claim 42 also appears to lack novelty in view of document 3. 
Claim 42 also appears to lack novelty in view of document 5. 
Claim 42 also appears to lack novelty in view of document 6. 
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NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 


To: • "?>'^- : KiP.V^j ? 

MIYOSHI, Hidekazu ' : ''-4$g£a$$>j$ ^ 
3rd floor, Toranomon Daiichi ^h^*.*^g ' 
Building ^ 
2-3, Toranomon 1-chome • r-j¥^w'>%< s 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 : i 


Date of mailing (day/'month/year) 

27 January 2000 (27.01.00) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MT-9839/9869 


IMPORTANT NOTICE "'$?^1^4* ' 


International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) Priority date (day/month/year) ^ , C; , - 
PCT/JP99/03802 14 July 1 999 (14.07.99) 15 July 1998 (15.07.98)>;;^.vff : 


Applicant • <SuY^yi-?,'?ii 
■ AMADA METRECS COMPANY, LIMITED et al • '•": : .i.:<m% 





Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicatee, as prov.aea in l " 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,CN,EP,IL,JP,KP,KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that;?^^ 
he commumca^ion^ the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and ^.copy-, 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). '■XS/^jr^?-- 

2 The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

AE AL AM AP AT AZ^A^B^BG^BR^YXA^CH.CU^DE^DK^A^EE^S^LGB^D^E^GH^GM^R,^^ 
hu id'in IS KE KG KZ^C^K,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MD,MG,MK^ ■ 

The S c^^ ^se Offices do not re^;^; 

applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). . - X^X'. 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on ;T^Q; : 
27 January 2000 (27.01.00) under No. WO 00/04471 ' '^'U' ^X--'^ 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) rXyxx^x:^ 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority-. 
date a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary ,. 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. A^-.^xi'^;- 
It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. . '•r^j/.^;' 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the;.; ; 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. ; j t ^ /•;; ,.; V.- 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) ^'^xx^i 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, ^ i ^|^^ r ^^^^^^^ 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Off.ce^^.^ 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the, £;l:Xy:: 
Anne^Xo^^r^^^^^0 1 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. ; 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 



3062042 



ENT COOPERATION TRE 



M 



PCT/JP99/03802 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 
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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

23 November 2000 (23. 1 1 .00) 
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MIYOSHI, Hidekazu 
3rd floor, Toranomon Daiichi 
Building 

2-3, Toranomon 1-chome 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 
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Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
MT-9839/9869 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 

• PCT/JPS9/03802 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 July 1999 (14.07.99) 



Applicant 



AMADA METRECS COMPANY, LIMITED et al 



1 . Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP^AUX^CH^N^FI^K^NO^Z.PURO^RU^K.US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AP^EA^E^UAM^BA^B^CBR^Y^U^E^K^EE^S^B^D^E^GH^GM^HR.HUJDJLJNJS, 

JPJ<E.KG,KR,KZ/lC,LK,LR,LS,LT,LU^ 

TT,UA,UG,UZ,VN,YU,ZA,ZW,OA 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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(54)Title: SALES SUPPORTING APPARATUS 



(57) Abstract 

A sales supporting apparatus 
comprising a commodity proposal 
supporting unit (102) provided with an 
increased profit calculating device (122) 
for simulating an increased profit created 
by commodity proposal, a defect 
phenomenon coping guide device (123) 
of problem solving type for proposing a 
commodity, and a commodity catalog 
output device (121), a commodity 
database ( 1 05) containing 

pattern/material/commodity data on 
products classified depending on the 
patterns of the products, an estimate 
making unit ( 1 03) provided with a 
product automatic designing device 
(product parameter setting device) (132) 
for parametrically designing a product in 
accordance with the required product 
specifications by using pattern data, a 
machining possibility calculating device 
(133) for simulating the possibility of 
^machining the designed product, and an 
estimate information output device, and 
an order acceptance information 
generating unit (104). 
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